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B'Nai Israel

Playground Building:

Elementary Abstraction

1996 ACSA Design Award
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The B'Nai Israel playground building combines utility and
symbolic form with an educational premise. Located in
Albuguerque, New Mexico, this small structure (8' x 20') is
part of an ensembleof outdoor spaces. Swing sets, vegetable
gardens, and over-sized toys are placed within the playlot;
together they speak of the relationship of the everyday built
environment to the mind, body, and spirit. The storage
building refers to the intellect, through the exposure of its
structure. A sandbox (made of adonated rowboat covered by
awood-and-corrugated-metalgabl €) takestheformof anark,
thusrepresentingthespirit. Vegetablegardens, scaled for the
children, suggest growth. Theseelements comprise atriad
that portrays the character of the Congregation B'nai Isradl,
and the curiosity of the children.

Thechildrenat theB'Nai |srael pre-school needed asecure
place to park their bicycles without the assistance of the
teachers. The building, conceived of as a covered bridge,
connectsone sidewalk to another across the comer of alarge
court. Thechildren pedal up rampsand through the open ends
of the structure as they circle the playground.

The Playground Buildingisawood frame structure which
reveal sthesystemby whichit wasbuilt, a plywood membrane
woven between an interior vertical and exterior horizontal
wood framework. Theexposed structure illustrates how the
children's own houses might have been built. Additionaly,
the Playground Building is made of simple forms, to help
introducegeometry into their pre-school education. One end
of the massisatriangle, cut at a 45 degree angle to respond
to the site, while the other end isasquare. These shapesare
extruded upward beneath a barrel vault covering the full
length of the building. This vault, of corrugated steel,
describesan arc.

By approachingthe building as an educational toal, it has
been possible to digtill architectural design to an elemental
level. Similarly,tectonicscould be madeexplicit. TheB'Nai
Israel Playground Building is as much a demonstration of
materia fact asit is communicative of greater meaning.

Project Credits

Playground design: Teva Hesse

Project team: Steve Bromberg, Kameron Cheney, Steve
Dixon, Jeffery Saffer
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